The Parable of the Errant Chest Drain in the Heart: Is There Only 1 Option?
Accidental intraventricular placement of a pericardiocentesis catheter is a rare but well-recognized complication. Failure to achieve adequate hemostasis in the ventricular wall on removal of the catheter can potentially result in fatal consequences. Here we describe a case in which a chest drain (10.2F) accidentally entered into the right ventricle while attempting to drain pleural fluid, and the entry site was sealed using an Amplatzer VSD occluder device (St. Jude Medical, St. Paul, MN).